The Growth of Sudan Communications
From Wad Medani, the capital of the Blue Nile Province
and the chief market of the district, the railway was
carried on to Sennar, where surveys and borings were in
progress, with a view to the building of the great dam.
Sennar had been at one time a place "of importance and
the chief town of the Fung Province, but it had shrunk
to a small village, and its place as the entrepot of the
Blue Nile trade had been taken by Wad Medani. With
the coming of the railway Sennar, or rather the neigh-
bouring village of Makwar, was soon to attain importance
as the site of the great reservoir-dam which was to im-
pound the surplus flood-water of the Blue Nile and irrigate
300,000 acres of fertile land between Sennar and Wad
Medani, The Sennar dam was also to serve the valuable
purpose of a railway bridge across the Blue Nile, thus
making it possible to provide a shorter route to the sea
from the Southern Gezira and Kordofan whenever Kassala
and Gedaref should be linked by railway with the main
line to the Red Sea. From Sennar the railway was
carried on south-westward across the open plain of the
Gezira to the village of Hillet Abbas, 200 miles south of
Khartoum.
The bridging of the White Nile at Fillet Abbas was a
far easier undertaking than the bridging of the Blue Nile
at Khartoum- The depth of the foundations was less
and the current of the river too sluggish to cause any risk
of deep " scouring " round the piers*
The work was carried out as in independent undertaking,
the material and plant being sent up by river from Khar-
toum, so that when the railhead reached the eastern bank
the bridge was already completed. The bridge was
opened for traffic in the spring of 1911, and in the autumn
of that year work was begtux on the extension of the
railway from Kosti—a small village and market some
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